
Irish Recorder and Viol Course
18th-25th August 2019

An Grianán
Termonfechin, County Louth

Founded by Theo Wyatt in 1971,  
the Irish Recorder and Viol Course offers a 

warm welcome and a wide repertoire of music to  
players of recorder, viol and other early instruments.

www.irishrecorderandviolcourse.org

info@irishrecorderandviolcourse.org

The Venue 

Where is it held? 
In a classic Irish Country House, now run as a residential learning 
centre by the Irish Countrywomen’s Association. An Grianán (“The 
Sunny Place”) is set in its own beautiful grounds, a short walk from 
the beach. Its staff are legendary for the warmth of their welcome  
and the quality of their food! 

What is the accommodation? 
There are single-study and shared bedrooms in the main house and 
its annexe, and twin rooms in luxury bungalows set back from the 
main drive to the house. 

How do I get there? 
An Grianán is in the village of Termonfechin, about 30 miles from Dublin. If you arrive in Dublin by air, a special 
chartered coach will collect you from the airport at 4.00pm on Sunday 18th August, and deliver you to the  
airport by 9.00am on Sunday 25th August for your flight home. To ensure a seat on the coach you will need to 
book this in advance on the application form. We will also send you rail and scheduled bus times from Dublin 
to nearby Drogheda rail and bus stations before the course. There is ample car parking on the site. 

What do I need to bring? 
Your instruments and a music stand (clearly labelled). The course has a large 
library of music for you to use but you are very welcome to bring any works you 
would particularly like to study. If you have trouble transporting large instruments 
(for example, a bass viol) a number of recorders and viols may be available to 
borrow—please check with us beforehand. 

Can non-players come? 
There will be a limited number of places for non-playing partners and  
children. Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult; they may 
come as players if fully able to hold their own with adults. 

Application and Fees 

What does the course cost? 
The total cost for a player is €705; the total cost for a non-player is €665. These fees include a non-returnable 
deposit of €50/£50 which must be included with your application form. 

How do I book? 
1. Fill in the Course Application Form as carefully as possible!
2. Send it with a deposit of €50/£50 (which is non-returnable on acceptance) either to  Mrs P. Flanagan at the 

following address: 110 Kincora Avenue, Clontarf, Dublin, D03 X767, Ireland or by bank transfer to the
account below. Deposits only may be made by either cheque or bank transfer. Cheques should be
made payable to P. Flanagan  No. 2 Account.

3. If you require a seat on the coach please state this on the form and enclose your coach fee of €25
along with your deposit.

Applicants will be accepted on a first come, first served basis and will be informed as soon as  
possible as to whether or not they have a place.  Those who cancel after acceptance and whose place 
cannot be filled will be called on to pay some or all of the course fee; you may, therefore, like to  
consider taking out holiday insurance to cover this scenario.   

The balance of the course fee (Players: €655; Non-Players: €615) must be paid in euro BEFORE 1st 
JUNE 2019 through bank transfer only  to the following account: 

P. Flanagan No. 2 Account BIC/
Swift Code: IPBSIE2D IBAN: 

IE95IPBS99061086511145 

When paying by bank transfer please use “IRVC” followed by your name as a reference. Please note 
that, while the deposit is payable in either euro or sterling, the balance of the course fee is payable in 
euro only.  

NAME……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
For all newcomers 

If you are a newcomer please give details of your musical experience below, including how often you play one-to-a-part and 
an example of the most demanding piece you have recently played.  

All applicants 

Which recorders/viols do you intend to play and to bring? 

Do you want your permanent group to be of Recorders or Viols?  

If you have arranged a permanent group, please name the other players:    

Do you intend to bring other instruments to the course? (If yes, please indicate the instrument(s) below; keyboards  are  
particularly welcome). 

Do you wish to sing in the choir? If so, please indicate which voice  

Non-Permanent Groups: You will typically be placed in a consort of recorders or viols, but please indicate up to two other 
options which you would like to experience during the week and we will do our best to oblige. 

RW: Renaissance Wind Ensemble                   Instrument(s) +   

          + Please specify instruments (not recorders) that you intend to bring and play 

B:      Broken Consorts of viols and recorders:- 
  (r) as recorder player+              (v)  as viol player     +Recorder players must bring Tenor & Bass  recorders to session  

T:      Baroque chamber music with continuo 
      (r) as recorder+, oboe etc.    (k) as keyboard    (bc) as viol/cello/bassoon continuo    (s) as singer                 

         +Treble or Tenor recorder may be required 
C:      Consort songs:- 

     (s) as singer            (v) as viol 

O: Opt out of non-permanent sessions completely       Please note: You may wish to form your own non-permanent group 
under this option, but this group will not be tutored and will also depend on availability of a classroom. 

If you would like to participate in the Recorder Orchestra, please indicate your preferred instrument below: 
Preferred recorder:                                                                       Next preferred recorder:  

If you would like to participate in the Viol Orchestra, please indicate your preferred instrument below: 
Preferred viol:                                                                              Next preferred viol:   



The Course 

Is this course for me? 
If you are a competent recorder or viol player, well able to hold your own in a one-to-a-part consort without 
supervision,  you will fit the course perfectly. If you have doubts about this, please feel free to contact us for further 
information. Those participants who are found to have seriously overestimated their abilities in this respect may, for 
the sake of the other players, be asked to sit out the one-to-a-part sessions but will be welcome to participate in other 
activities. 
What will I do each day? 
The course is carefully structured to offer you a variety of musical experiences throughout the day as follows: 

9.30 – 11.00: Permanent Groups.  You will be allocated a permanent group or, if you wish, you may come to the 
course with a pre-formed group. Either way, we try very hard to make sure that the consort is compatible, and, if we 
get it wrong, we will do our best to resolve any problems after the first session. You will work one-to-a-part with this 
group for 90 minutes each day, giving you a chance to develop consort skills and explore repertoire in depth. A tutor 
will work with you for between 30 and 45 minutes of these sessions. 

11.30 – 13.00: Ensembles/Viol Orchestra/Workshops. You will be able to choose from two or three options 
each day: playing in a larger ensemble (often combining voice, viols and recorders) or the Viol Orchestra (conducted 
by Ibi Aziz), or attending a workshop. On Thursday this time is given over to the Arrangers’/Composers’ 
Competition. This is a feature of the course, and always a lively occasion whether you submit an 
arrangement or composition (for any combination of instruments/voices on the course), or are co-opted to play 
somebody else’s work or are an audience member. The modest prize of €30 is hotly contested, and winning entries in 
the past have gone on to be published. 

14.00 – 16.30: Free Time or Recorder Orchestra. If you would like to join the Recorder Orchestra 
(conducted by Marion Doherty-Hayden) for an hour each day, sign up on the Course Application Form. If not, your 
time is free to walk to the beach or to arrange informal music-making. There may be an organised trip to a local 
place of interest, and one afternoon will certainly feature the famous SANDCASTLE COMPETITION!  

16.30 – 18.00: Non-Permanent Groups. After a cup of tea there is another 90 minute session, this time with a 
different consort each day. The aim here is to meet as many other course-members as possible, regardless of 
whether they are more or less experienced than you!  You will typically be placed in a consort of recorders or viols, 
but, when you complete the application form, you will be asked to choose up to two other options that you would like 
to experience during the week (from Renaissance wind ensemble, broken consort of recorders and viols, Baroque 
chamber music with continuo or consort songs) and we will do our best to oblige. 

19.00 – 20.00: Choir. The choir (conducted by Philip Thorby) meets for an hour each day and takes part  in 
the end of course concert – you are welcome to join, whatever your level or experience. Works previously studied by 
the choir have included Lechner’s Laudate Dominum and Padovano’s Mass for 24 voices. 

20.00 – 21.30: Massed Playing. An opportunity to play together in the main hall, with a different tutor and 
different repertoire each evening. On the final evening there will be a course concert at this time which will include 
Choir, Recorder Orchestra and other items. 

21.30: The bar is open! On Tuesday evening the tutors will give a (very informal!) recital, and on Thursday there is a 
Ceilidh. 

The Tutors 

We are proud of our team of tutors, who between them cover a huge range of specialities, and bring 
their expertise as professional performers, teachers and conductors.  

Ibi Aziz plays with a number of distinguished musicians and ensembles such 
as the Rose Consort of Viols, Charivari Agreable, the Deller Consort and Dame 
Emma Kirkby. He is also the founder of the Maresienne Consort and co-founder of 
the viol consort Chelys. When not performing or touring Ibi teaches at Morley College 
in London and on music courses throughout the UK, Europe and the USA. 

Dr Marion Doherty-Hayden tutors on early music courses in Ireland, the UK 
and Europe and is in regular demand as a harpsichordist, viol player, and 
teacher of conducting. She is currently conductor of the Third Day Chorale in Dublin, 
the founder of three choirs (Enchiriadis, Enchiriadis Treis, and Enchiriadis Junior with 
whom she has toured widely) and she has been a guest conductor at the 
University of Minnesota, Duluth. 

Pamela Flanagan studied piano, violoncello, recorder and viol at the Royal 
Irish Academy of Music and is a former student of Jacqueline Du Pré. Having spent 
many years training teachers and performers in her positions as Professor and 
Head of Musicianship at the RIAM and Head of Educational Music at the 
Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama, she now pursues a career as a 
freelance teacher and conductor in Ireland and the UK. 

Emma Murphy  is a tutor on many early music courses throughout the UK and, as a 
performer, has worked with such diverse artists and ensembles such as the King’s 
Consort, Ex Cathedra, the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra and singer Kate 
Bush. She has also written and presented features related to the recorder and early 
music as a frequent broadcaster on BBC Radio 3. 

Philip Thorby is one of the UK’s leading performers and teachers of Renaissance and 
Baroque Music. A Senior Fellow at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance, he 
is the founder and director of Musica Antiqua of London whose recordings of repertoire 
ranging from Josquin des Pres to virtuoso instrumental music have received 
considerable critical acclaim. Philip has also worked with such artists as Sir Paul 
McCartney, Barbra Streisand and John Tavener. 

Application Form 
Please enrol me on the Irish Recorder and Viol Course 2019. I enclose a non-returnable booking fee (€50 or £50). If I withdraw 
after acceptance and my place cannot be filled, I undertake to pay all or part of the course fee if called on to do so. I have read 
and accept the criteria for acceptance on the course as outlined in the brochure. Note: * = mandatory field 

*Name (block letters) 

*Address 

Phone                  email  

(please print clearly) 

Please indicate your age group: 

Elderly    Middle-aged      Youngish               Under 21               Would prefer not to say  

Dietary needs  

If you are bringing non-players, please give details, including name and age: 

Do you require a seat on the chartered coach?                  (Coach Fee: €25) 

What else do you want the organisers to know?  

If you are a newcomer, please say how you heard about the course.  

Please tick whichever applies: 

I enclose my non-returnable booking fee of €50/£50                 I enclose my coach fee of €25  
(Please make cheques payable to “P. Flanagan No. 2 account”) 

I have transferred my non-returnable booking fee of €50/£50         I have transferred my coach fee of €25 

*Signed *Date

Please fill in the questionnaire overleaf then send your application WITH YOUR BOOKING FEE to: 
Mrs P. Flanagan at 110 Kincora Avenue, Dublin 3, Ireland or info@irishrecorderandviolcourse.org 

✃


